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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

Dunkerque, 
Monday, 4 January 2021 

 

LAUNCH OF THE FERRY LINK BETWEEN ROSSLARE 
(REPUBLIC OF IRELAND) - DUNKERQUE (FRANCE)  
On leaving Rosslare Europort (Republic of Ireland) for Dunkerque on 2 January 2021, the "Optima 
Seaways" officially launched the new Ireland-France freight ferry line by DFDS SEAWAYS. This 
specific route allows exporters and freight forwarders to keep their transport within the European 
Union and to avoid the customs formalities that apply to transport passing through the British 
landbridge. 

On 2 January at 14:00, the ferry "Optima Seaways" left the Irish port of Rosslare for Dunkerque with 
more than 120 trucks, unaccompanied trailers and drivers on board. The departure officially 
launched the new DFDS route between Rosslare in Ireland and Dunkerque.  

The route provides exporters and transport companies with a direct, paperless journey for trucks 
between the Republic of Ireland and other countries of the European Union, implying lower costs, 
less waiting time as well as the possibility of avoiding the customs procedures which now apply to 
transport via the British "landbridge".  

The route will be served by three ferries with a capacity of up to 120 trucks and trailers. Drivers will 
be comfortably accommodated in their own secure COVID-19 cabins during the crossing. The two 
chartered vessels "Visby" and "Kerry", as well as the "Optima Seaways" owned by DFDS, will sail 
according to a fixed schedule of six weekly departures from each port. The sailing time will be a little 
less than 24 hours. 

“In addition to offering an alternative to the 'landbridge' for Irish industry, Dunkerque represents a 
key strategic location, with easy access to the Paris region, close to the Franco-Belgian border as well 
as to the Netherlands and to Germany. We are extremely pleased with the keen interest shown by 
customers on both shores, with departure bookings already full. We should also like to express our 
warm thanks to Rosslare Europort and the Port of Dunkerque for their excellent cooperation and 
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support which helped us get ready for the operation in an extremely short time,” explained Aidan 
Coffey, Service Director.  

“I am delighted that the Port of Dunkerque is starting 2021 by welcoming this new service which will 
undoubtedly meet the expectations of all those involved in transport between the Republic of Ireland 
and the countries of the European Union. This particularly innovative line offers efficient timing and 
daily frequency. I warmly thank our partner DFDS for the confidence placed in Dunkerque-Port over all 
these years,” commented Daniel Deschodt, acting Chair of Dunkerque-Port.  

The first port call took place in Dunkerque at 15:00 on Sunday 3 January 2021. 

 

About Dunkerque-Port: 

The largest French port complex (Calais-Dunkerque); the ninth largest port on the Channel and North Sea Range and France's third-largest port, Dunkerque-
Port has built a reputation in many sectors: it is the largest passenger port in Europe (Calais-Dunkerque hub); France's largest energy hub; the country's 
largest LNG terminal; the leading French port for containerised fruit and vegetable imports; the largest French port for ore and coal imports; France's largest 
rail port; the region's largest waterway port; and the third-ranking French port for grain traffic. Dunkerque-Port is also a sustainable port. It is the trading 
port of the new Hauts-de-France Region, the largest agricultural region of France, the leading region for the rail industry, and the leading region for the car 
industry. 2019 Traffic: 53 Mt.  
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